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Blooming Wildflowers

as of February 21, 2014

Welcome to the second of our weekly reports for 2014.

The wildflower bloom in Joshua Tree National Park is still developing slowly, but steadily. Watch for the white flowers of
the Mojave yucca (Yucca schidigera) blooming in the Indian Cove area. On the Split Rock loop trail, the purple flowers of
scorpion weed (Phacelia crunulata) are blooming near Face Rock and in the surrounding washes. When traveling through
the Pinto Basin area, look closely for the white blooms of the sacred datura (Datura wrightii) and the red blooms of the
ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens).

Things are developing at a faster pace in Cottonwood Canyon, with 40 species reported. The yellow bladderpod (Peritoma
arborea) bushes and the yellow creosote (Larrea tridentata) bushes along Pinto Basin Road, as well as the red flower of the
chuparosa (Justicia californica) bushes, south of Cottonwood Visitor Center, are visible from the road.

Location Elevation (in feet) Location Elevation (in feet)

49 49 Palms Oasis 2700 IC Indian Cove 3200
BD Barker Dam 4280 NE North Entrance 2810
BJ Bajada 2000 PB Pinto Basin 1800
BR Black Rock 4000 SB South Boundary 1500
cw Cottonwood 3100 WE West Entrance 3520
HV Hidden Valley 4200 WC Wilson Canyon 3000

Qv Queen Valley 4000

On a scale of one to ten, the number that appears under the location key refers to an estimate of the relative

abundance of flowers at that location, with “1” indicating a few scattered blooms and “10” indicating that the

place is carpeted with that species!

Yellow Flowers

Common Name Scientific Name BR|WE|HV (BD |49 |IC |[NE|QV |WC|PB|CW|BJ|SB
Bladderpod Peritoma arborea 1 31113
Brittle bush Encelia farinosa 1 1
Creosote bush Larrea tridentata 1 2121
Desert fiddleneck Amsinckia tessellata var. tessellata 1

Desert mistletoe Phoradendron californicum T]1]2
Desert parsley Lomatium mohavense 1
Desert rock pea Acmispon rigidus 2 |1 2
Desert senna Senna armata 1
Golden suncup Camissonia brevipes 1
Hall's suncup Camissoniopsis pallida ssp. hallii 1

Mojave spurge Euphorbia 1
Parish’s poppy Eschscholzia parishii 1
Pygmy cedar Peucephyllum schottii 1
Pygmy poppy Eschscholzia minutifiora 1

Sahara mustard Brassica tournefortii 1
Sweetbush Bebbia juncea var. aspera 1
Thick-leaved ground cherry Physalis crassifolia 1
Wallace’s woolly daisy Eriophyllum wallacei 1

Western tansymustard Descurainia pinnata ssp. ochroleuca 1 3

Yellow twining snapdragon

Antirrhinum filipes




American threefold (trixis) Trixis californica ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 1 ‘ ‘ 2 ‘ ‘
Red or Orange Flowers

Common Name Scientific Name BR|WE|HV |BD| 49 | IC |NE|QV |WC|PB|CW|BJ|SB

Chuparosa Justicia californica 2

Desert globemallow Sphaeralcea ambigua 1 1

Ocaotillo Fouquieria splendens 1 1
White Flowers

Common Name Scientific Name BR|WE|HV [BD |49 | IC |[NE|QV|WC|PB|CW|BJ|SB

California buckwheat Eriogonum fasciculatum 1

Beetle spurge Euphorbia eriantha 3

Cushion cryptantha Cryptantha circumscissa var. circumscissa 1

Brown eyed primrose Camissonia claviformis 1 1

Desert forget-me-not Cryptantha maritima 1 1

Desert pepperweed Lepidium fremontii 1

Desert star vine Brandegea bigelovii 3

Desert tobacco Nicotiana obtusifolia 2

Joshua tree Yucca brevifolia 111111

Mojave yucca Yucca schidigera 1

Nevada cryptantha Cryptantha nevadensis var. nevadensis 1

Red-root cryptantha Cryptantha micrantha var. lepida 1

Rock daisy Perityle emoryi 2

Sacred datura Datura wrightii 1

Sand blazing star Mentzelia involucrata 3

Smallseed sandmat Euphorbia polycarpa 2

Woolly bottle washer Eremothera boothii 1
Pink to Purple Flowers

Common Name Scientific Name BR|WE|HV |BD|49 [ IC |[NE|QV | WC|PB|CW|BJ|SB

Arroyo lupine Lupinus sparsiflorus 1

Chia Salvia columbariae 1 3

Desert lavender Hyptis emoryi 1

Heron'’s bill Erodium cicutarium 2 |2 2

Desert monkeyflower Mimulus bigelovii 1

Filaree (invasive alien) Erodium cicutarium 112 1 3

Fremont's milkvetch Astragalus lentiginosus var. fremontii 1

Paper bag bush Scutellaria mexicana 1 1

Purple mat Nama demissum var. demissum 1

Scorpion weed Phacelia crenulata 3 2 1

Spanish needles Palafoxia arida var. arida 1

Wild heliotrope Phacelia distans 1
Blue Flowers

Common Name Scientific Name BR|WE|HV |BD |49 | IC |NE |QV |WC|PB|CW|BJ|SB

Canterbury bells Phacelia campunularia 1 2




